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Thomas Hjorthaab Summer Beast
Sommerbaest

Thomas Hjorthaab is known and loved for his
artwork in Denmark and beyond. This is his

first novel, aimed at 12+

Thomas Hjorthaab is a well-known Danish
children's book illustrator whose art style is
known to be funny, punk and bursting with

emotion.

SYNOPSIS

Milan is off to spend the summer with his eccentric uncle, who lives in an old
farm house and makes a living as a taxidermist. The air smells of dust, animal Original Language: Danish
hides, and forgotten secrets - and the barn is filled with foxes, badgers, and owls

frozen in stiff poses. But something is different this summer. Milan has been Original Publisher: Gads Forla

rejected by the art school he applied to because his drawings are too stiff and Published: May, 2026
lack life.
160 pages
However, when Milan encounters a mysterious beast, his drawings begin to Category: Children's Books

change, and he is awakened by a force he does not understand. A black

whirlwind of shadow creatures takes shape - and Milan must choose whether to Sub-category: YA

tame the wildness... or become a part of it. Genre: Horror

Available material: English sample upon

REVIEWS

"An intense, richly descriptive, and magical horror story in which the real blends

request

with the unreal, creating a creeping sense of dread that intensifies as you read.

The book’s slow pace and evocative language - which almost makes the smells Territories Handled
of Anton’s barn seep right out of the pages - combine with Milan’s illustrations World except: Danish
(depicting the scenes before and after the encounter with the beast) to heighten

the sense of unease (...)" — (Library Review (Lekt@rudtalelse)
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